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Summary vs. Prior Corresponding Period 

 
Based on ASX’s Pro-Forma Income Statement 

 
Half-Year to 31 December 2006 

 
• Normal net profit after tax of $139.3 million, an increase of 39.6% 
 
• Operating revenue (excluding interest and dividends) of $259.7 million, an increase of 19.6%  
 
• Normal earnings per share (EPS) of 81.6 cents, an increase of 30.8%  
 
• Interim dividend of 72.3 cents per share fully franked, an increase of 28.6%  

 
• Cash operating expenses (excluding depreciation and amortisation) of $75.2 million, down 11.3%   

 
• Capital reduction of 58.5 cents per share ($100 million, paid in October 2006) 
 
• Phase 1 of ASX/SFE merger integration completed 
 
•  CLICK XT and EXIGO technology systems successfully implemented 
 
• Orient Capital divested 
 

 

   



  

   

ASX Announces Strong Performance and Merger Progress in First Consolidated Result  
  
ASX Limited (ASX) today announced its first consolidated result since the merger of Australian Stock Exchange and SFE 
Corporation.  Today’s result represents a normal net profit after tax of $139.3 million for the half-year ending 31 December 2006, 
a 39.6% increase on the $99.8 million of the prior corresponding period to 31 December 20051.  
 
Normal profit was achieved on operating revenue of $259.7 million, 19.6% higher than the $217.2 million in revenue achieved 
during the prior corresponding period. 
 
An interim dividend of 72.3 cents per share fully franked has been declared, up 28.6% on the prior corresponding period 
dividend of 56.2 cents per share.  This maintains the ASX Board policy of paying 90% of normal net profit after tax as fully 
franked dividends to shareholders.  ASX also returned 58.5 cents per share ($100 million) by way of a capital reduction in 
October 2006 as part of a commitment made at the time of the ASX/SFE merger. 
 
Robert Elstone, Managing Director and CEO, said: “The strong profit result reflects the healthy trading conditions throughout the 
reporting period in both the cash and derivative markets.  It also highlights the success of the ASX/SFE merger, with the first 
phase of the integration delivering cost savings that underlined part of the merger’s rationale.  
 
“A newly branded, integrated ASX has evolved in a relatively short period of time.  The new ASX plays a key role in the market 
for corporate control, equity and interest rate price discovery, risk transfer and the wholesale payments system. The new 
management team has the right blend of expertise, experience and energy to enable ASX to meet its licence obligations, deliver 
benefits to market users, and grow long-term value for shareholders.” 
 
Further ASX highlights for the half-year to 31 December 2006: 
 
• ASX Listings revenue (22% of total revenue) was $56.4 million, up 34.7%.  There were 147 new listings2 compared with 

129 for the prior corresponding period, with a total of $37.73 billion of new and secondary market capital raised, up 36%.  
• ASX Cash Market revenue (30% of total revenue) was $76.5 million, up 29.1%.  ASX cash market includes the trading, 

clearing and settlement of equities, warrants and interest rate securities. 
• Cash market revenue was earned on a record 20.2 million trades.  Daily average equities trades for the period were 

157,673, an increase of 49.8% on the daily average of 105,271 for the prior corresponding period.  A single day trading 
record was set on 28 November 2006 of 236,380 trades with an aggregate trade value of $5.7 billion.  

• SFE Derivatives revenue (22% of total revenue) was $57.6 million, up 17.8%. There were 41.1 million derivative contracts 
traded (33.5 million in the prior corresponding period) for the half.  Trading in futures was up 23.2% and options up 8.2%.  

• ASX Derivatives revenue (6% of total revenue) was $16.1 million, down 2.3%. 
• Information Services revenue (10% of total revenue) was $26.1 million, up 21.2%.  
• Cash operating expenses (ex. depreciation and amortisation) of $75.2 million, down 11.3%.   
 
Complete half-year result materials, including CEO and CFO reports, and presentation slides will be available from the 
ASX Media centre (www.asx.com.au/media) and the ASX Shareholder centre (www.asx.com.au/shareholder). 
 
For further information: 
 
Media: 
Matthew Gibbs  
Manager, Corporate Relations 
(BH) +61 2 9227 0218 
(Mobile) 0411 121 219 
matthew.gibbs@asx.com.au
 
Or: ASX media office +61 2 9227 0410 
www.asx.com.au/media

Investors and analysts: 
Dimitri Burshtein  
General Manager, Investor Relations and 
Corporate Finance 
(BH) +61 2 9227 0279 
(Mobile) 0414 629 751 
dimitri.burshtein@asx.com.au
www.asx.com.au/shareholder  

 

                                                 
1 Based on ASX’s Pro-Forma income statement. 
2 Includes companies admitted to the official list whose securities had not yet been quoted. 
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