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Setting goals 
and making a 
plan

Assess your goal and set realistic time frame, ie: 

 Buy a property in 5 years 
 Retire in 20 years

Your investment time frame gives you great insight into the 
level of risk and the style of portfolio you're building

 0-3 years is considered low to medium risk (Conservative profile) 
 3-5 years is medium risk (Balanced profile)
 5-7 years is high risk (Growth profile) 
 7 years or longer is higher risk (High growth profile) 

Plan and research using InvestSMART tools and calculators

 How much do you need to invest, for how long and what sort of 
ongoing contributions do you need to make each month to 
achieve your goal?



Percentage of 
positive share 
market returns



Missing the 
best days and 
the worst days
Return on Australian shares,
% pa (All Ords Accumulation 
Index, 1995-now)



Treat investing like
a subscription

Started 
Investing

Weekly 
Investment

Total 
Invested Total Earnings Total 

Balance

15 years 
ago

$20 $15,600 $16,537 $32,137 

$50 $39,000 $41,343 $80,343 

$100 $78,000 $82,687 $160,687 

Returns to October 2024. Weekly total return of the ASX200 Accumulation Index over the 
past 15 years. Weekly deposit made at the end of the week. No fees/brokerage included.



Assumes: Purchase date 31 Oct 2023 and closing price 31 Oct 2024. Source InvestSMART. 



Pros
 Diversification

 Low cost 

Cons
 Brokerage fees  

 Sector risk 

Graphic: Today show (Ch9)



ETF landscape 2024

Source: InvestSMART ETF Scorecard 2024 31/8/2024



ETFs 

 Aim to track the 
performance 
of a particular index

 Lower fees
 Lower risk

Active

 Aim to outperform a 
particular index

 Higher fees
 Higher risk

Passiv
e



How ETFs work



$200bn+
Assets under 
managemen

t

AUM

363
ETFs on 

ASX

ETFs

46.6%
Betashares
Geared US 
Equity Fund 
(Hedged)

BEST

-
40.5%Global X 
Ultra Short 
Nasdaq 100 

Complex

WORST

Source: InvestSMART ETF Scorecard 2024 (31-Aug-24)



* Hedged 

ASX 
code ETF name Category Net inflow 

($m)
1-yr 

return MER
Growth of 
$1K over 
1 year

Star rating

VAS Vanguard Australian Shares Index ETF Australian shares $2,524 16.1% 0.07% $1,161 5

A200 Betashares Australia 200 ETF Australian shares $2,437 16.7% 0.04% $1,167 5

QUAL VanEck MSCI International Quality ETF Global shares $2,027 23.1% 0.40% $1,231 4

VGS Vanguard MSCI Index International Shares 
ETF Global shares $1,816 17.7% 0.18% $1,177 5

IVV iShares S&P 500 ETF Global shares $1,798 19.6% 0.04% $1,196 5

NDQ Betashares NASDAQ 100 ETF Global shares $1,382 19.9% 0.48% $1,199 4

IOZ iShares Core S&P/ASX 200 ETF Australian shares $1,165 16.1% 0.05% $1,162 5

BGBL Betashares Global Shares ETF Global shares $1,148 18.0% 0.08% $1,180 5

SUBD VanEck Australian Subordinated Debt ETF Australian fixed 
income $954 7.0% 0.29% $1,070 5

VGAD Vanguard MSCI Index International 
Shares* Global shares $895 21.8% 0.21% $1,218 4

Most popular ASX ETFs

Source: InvestSMART ETF Scorecard 2024 (31-Aug-24)



ASX code ETF name Category 5-yr return 
(%p.a.) MER Growth of $1k 

over 5yrs

SPY SPDR S&P 500 ETF Trust Global shares 15.32% 0.09% $2,040 

IVV iShares S&P 500 ETF Global shares 15.07% 0.04% $2,018 

VTS Vanguard US Total Market Shares Index ETF Global shares 14.62% 0.03% $1,978 

IWLD iShares Core MSCI World ex Australia ESG ETF Global shares 13.94% 0.09% $1,920 

GEAR Betashares Geared Australian Equity Fund (Hedge 
Fund)

Australian 
shares 13.62% 0.8% $1,893 

Source: InvestSMART ETF Scorecard 2024 (31-Aug-24)

Best-performers over five years

5-star rated 
ETFs



5 best-performing 
Australian share ETFs 

ASX 
code ETF name 1-yr 

return
3-yr return 

(%p.a.)
5-yr return 

(%p.a.)
MER

VLC Vanguard MSCI Australian Large Companies Index ETF 24.58% 12.92% 11.26% 0.20%

QOZ Betashares FTSE RAFI Australia 200 ETF 23.85% 12.18% 10.48% 0.40%

ILC iShares S&P/ASX 20 ETF 23.78% 12.05% 10.80% 0.24%

SFY SPDR S&P/ASX 50 23.09% 11.35% 9.68% 0.20%

A200 Betashares Australia 200 ETF 23.34% 10.49% 9.94% 0.04%

Source: InvestSMART - 08/11/2024. Based on ETFs in Australian Equity and Australian Small/Mid Cap categories per ASX Investment Products Report (30-
Sep-2024). Returns are provided by Bloomberg. Dividend are reinvested. Gross dividends are used in the calculation for returns. Price is used to calculate total 
returns. Table sorted by 3-year return. Historical performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance.





ETF
Filter

InvestSMART’s






Impact of fees

Fees matter^: InvestSMART High Growth fees are 0.55% Vs Average of 354 peers 1.00%.

In the short term, you won’t see the difference fees have on 
returns

but compound the difference over time and the gap grows.





Get your 
InvestSMART
goodie bag:

 Test Your Invest Smarts: Financial knowledge 
quiz

 InvestSMART ETF Scorecard: Best & worst 
performers

 How to outperform the fund managers webinar

 Free statement of advice
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